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INTRODUCTION 

One of the most significant female educators and artists in Pakistani art history is Anna Molka 

Ahmed. As the first head of the Fine Arts Department at the University of the Punjab, Lahore, 

she is particularly renowned for her significant contribution to the development of modern art 

practices in Pakistan. Anna Molka Ahmed was born in London in 1917 and came from a 

multicultural family, which had a big impact on her artistic perspective. She returned to the 

subcontinent with a great desire to contribute to the advancement of art education after obtaining 

formal art education from prominent European schools. 

 

WORK 

The main characteristics of Anna Molka Ahmed's artwork are its expressive style, strong 

brushstrokes, and intense emotional content. She primarily used oil paints and experimented with 

a variety of themes, such as country life, landscapes, portraits, and scenes from Pakistani daily 

life. A strong feeling of location and identity is shown in her paintings, which frequently feature 

farmers, rural ladies, mountains, and architectural shapes. Her use of colour is one of the most 

remarkable aspects of her work. To create atmosphere and mood, she chose warm browns, 

greens, deep blues, and earthy tones. She placed more emphasis on structural composition and 

emotional expression than on realistic detail. Her figures have a timeless, monumental 

appearance since they frequently appear solid and simplistic. 

Anna Molka Ahmed was an important easel painter and art professor. She established systematic 

art education, including painting, sculpture, and art history, when she founded Punjab 



   

 

   

 

University's Fine Arts Department in 1940. She taught a number of well-known Pakistani artists, 

which makes her contribution to art even more important than her own work.  

 

Portrait of Sufi Waqar  (1964) 

By Anna Molka 

Oil on board 90.2x59.7cm 

Bonhams 

 



   

 

   

 

 

Hunger (1984) 

By Anna Molka  

Oil on Board 152 x75.3cm 

Private American Collection 

 

ANALYSIS 

The artwork of Anna Molka Ahmed is a blend of regional cultural themes and Western 

modernist methods. She was exposed to modern art movements like Expressionism and Post-

Impressionism during her schooling in Europe, which is evident During a period when women 

artists were subject to institutional and social constraints, Anna Molka Ahmed became a strong 

individual who defied expectations. Her art exhibits both the impact of Western modernism and 



   

 

   

 

a strong connection to Pakistani culture, terrain, and people. She influenced generations of artists 

and established the groundwork for modern art education in Pakistan through her paintings and 

teaching career. in her free brushstrokes and intense emotional content. She deliberately 

modified these influences, nevertheless, to convey indigenous themes and feelings. 

  

Her paintings reveal a profound affinity for everyday people and rural life. She demonstrated 

strength, resiliency, and dignity rather than idealising beauty. This method distinguished her 

from simply aesthetic or ornamental traditions and brought her work into line with social reality. 

Her landscapes, particularly those of mountains, are more than just visual documents; they are 

emotional reactions to the natural world, frequently expressing solitude, hardship, or serenity. 

Her role as a female artist and educator was innovative. She asserted that women could lead, 

teach, and develop in the arts, challenging patriarchal norms. Her leadership in an academic 

setting was uncommon for her era and served as a source of inspiration for Pakistani women 

artists. 

CONCLUSION 

As an educator and artist, Anna Molka Ahmed is a pivotal figure in Pakistani art history. Her 

commitment to teaching influenced the direction of Pakistani art, and her paintings exhibit a 

potent fusion of emotion, structure, and cultural identity. In addition to producing artwork, she 

established institutions, opportunities, and artistic confidence for others. The artists she educated 

and the contemporary art practices she assisted in establishing carry on her legacy. Anna Molka 

Ahmed, a trailblazing woman, continues to serve as an inspiration to artists, particularly women, 



   

 

   

 

who want to use art to express their identities and voices. Her life and work serve as examples of 

the transformational potential of imagination, learning, and perseverance. 


